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of the majority, it has become something of a He.
When Ibsen came to write The Wild Duck> the truths
which had been so vigorously championed by his
earlier idealists had begun to grow old, to show signs
of wear and tear. And if Ibsen was by now convinced
of the relativity of all truths, he was also clear con-
cerning their limitations. It was, no doubt, very
desirable that society should not be built upon a lie;
but to take away the life-lie from the average mortal
was, as Dr Relling in this play says, tantamount to
depriving him of what, for him, made life worth
living. But had not the older dramas proved this,
too ? Nora and Helmer would certainly have lived
on happily in their way, had they been left in possession
of their lies, their false ideas of marriage; even Fru
Alving might have been happier, had the ghosts of the
avenging past been kept out of her life ; and certainly
the community which Dr Stockmann set by the ears
would have been so, had he been less quixotically
zealous in proclaiming the truth* Still, we felt in these
cases that out of the evil arose a greater good; the
world moved forward.—The Wild Duck has been called
pessimistic; and I daresay it is pessimistic, because
no good at all and much evil, including the death of
the ingratiating little heroine Hedvig, with her lame
duck, arises from the meddlesome interference of
Gregers Werle with the sheaf of life-lies on which the
humble Ekdal family has, so far, lived tolerably
happily. Gregers has been called a caricature of the
Ibsenian moral reformer; is he really any more than
such a reformer followed out to his logical conse-
quence? The play may be pessimistic; but life
often is pessimistic; it is enough for the artist if he
awakens in us that pity which purifies. And no one
will deny this quality to The Wild Duck.
At the same time, the play is difficult to class in
Ibsen's work; and indeed, the poet himself was
inclined to give it a place by itself.1 The fact that so
1 Cp. letter to Frederik Hegel, September ind, 1884.    Breve,ed.dt.9IL9p, 137-

